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Alhambra
Create Your Own Palaces!



Granada

S PA I N

A N DA LU S I A

THE RED CASTLE

The Alhambra is a massive fortress city 

containing a number of palaces,  originally 

designed by Muslims and Christians. It is 

surrounded by a huge wall with many  towers. 

These outer walls are reddish in colour 

 because burnt clay was used when they 

were built. This is probably where the name 

 Alhambra comes from – it means red castle.

From the outside, the fortifi cations look very 

huge and mighty, but the palaces within the 

walls are decorated with fi ne ornaments and 

mosaics. This was the style of the Muslims, 

who built the Alhambra in the 13th century.

Let’s discover the secrets of this castle and 

become one of those builders ourselves.

Granada lies in the south of Spain, in 

a region called Andalusia. The mighty 

fortress complex on Mount Sabika is 

positioned majestically above the city.



1  The Alcazaba

2  The Court of the Myrtles

3  The Court of the Lions

4  The Palace of Charles V

5  The Generalife (The Architect’s Garden)
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Here you can see a basic outline of the Alhambra 

with all the important places you are going to fi nd out 

about in this book and which you can design as you please.



STRONG WALLS

The Alcazaba was meant to protect and defend the castle-city. 

This is why the walls and towers are especially powerful.

How would you build a tough and defensive castle?





MAGNIFICENT COURTYARDS

The palaces were extremely well designed with beautiful courtyards. 

The largest amongst them is the Court of Myrtles. It is given this name 

because a hedgerow of myrtle trees borders a giant water pool. 



You could build a courtyard right here. 

Would you also like to have a swimming pool in there, too?





THE COURT OF LIONS

The water systems were very cleverly thought through for the time. 

With the help of grooves, founts and basins, the water from the surrounding 

mountains was then directed up high to the Alhambra.

How would you design your own fountain?



FINE ART

The images of Islamic decorations and mosaics were very versatile. 

They often seem to display stars and groups of lines and inscriptions 

written in the Arabic language.



What mosaics would you use to design your room?
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