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From A to Z hasn’t always been the way our alphabet went. Since letters first came into 
existence, they have changed beyond recognition. It started centuries ago with Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, going through Phoenician script and Greek letters, until we got to the Latin 
alphabet. The latter forms the basis of our current alphabet.

This book focuses on each of its 26 letters. Over the years, Tom Schamp has painted countless 
letters for books and ad campaigns. This book was inspired by the shape and beauty of our 
alphabet. Our letter A originated from a drawing of an ox’s head. In Schamp’s Letterland,  
that cycle continues, as A becomes an astronaut, a volcano, an alpaca, and so much more.
In most alphabet books, every letter is represented by one word: A is for Alligator, B is for Bear, 
and C is for… This book is different: it celebrates letters in ALL their forms and uses.

Letters are the building blocks of language. They put our world into words, and bring languages 
and people closer together. They form the chapters of a book, the words you hear on the radio, 
and the stream you watch on your smartphone. Letters are as malleable as clay, and the  
number of words you can make with only 26 letters is endless!

So dive in and discover Tom’s Amazing, Breathtaking, and Creative Beauty of Letters.

Happy reading!

p.s. Sorry for all the difficult words in this book. If you want to know what “anarchy” means  
or who that “Ziggy” is, look it up in a dictionary or online—or ask the nearest adult!

“Sometimes I’m  

in different outfits.”

Can you find each letter  

from the alphabet of musicians, 

of buildings, and so on?

Keep an eye out for these two caterpillars! 

They squirm themselves into the  

shape of every letter.

Can you spot Letterman and Otto 

the cat everywhere in this book?
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acrobat

astro- 
naut

long-
range 

rocket

A l a s k a

“To Atlanta

 or Alabama, 

Kansas, or

 Arkansas?”
How many Apaches 

travel along the
 Appalachian Trail?

Alpacas are 
related to the

 llama.

Alarm call?

d
ia

go
n

al

almanac
annual

table top

Anacondas are 
water snakes.

Alligators are 
American!

Argentinian 
tango dancers

compass

An atlas contains loads 
of maps.

Atlas was reprimanded

“Andante  

or al dente?”

Armenian

Was Attila a 
barbarian?

A cathedral always has 
an altar.

Alps

Sahra?

Moroccan markets are

souks.

antelope

Adam came from 
Africa.

A f r i c a

S o u t h  A f r i c a

A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n

American 

ambassador Arsenal  

or Barça?

“Ajax!”

N o r t h 

Am e r i c a

S o u t h Am e r i c a

bald eagle 

Angèle or Adele?

This sailor suit wasn’t 

washed away.

Amanda and her 
handbag are all ready 

to amble around a 
market.

Agnetha

Scan
d

in
avian

 

h
ead

b
an

d
?

laundry 
line

Apollo or  
Ariane?

“Asthma

makes arias

harder.”

The A is almost 
always walking.

Awfully many As on 

Planet Earth!

A is for atlas 

(among all other 

things).

Archetypical 

archaeologist?

Aruba is an 

Antillean island.

albatross

= at sign

In Hertford, 

Hereford, and 
Hampshire,
 hurricanes 
hardly ever 

happen.

Arcadia is  
a peaceful 
paradise.

Artisanal means 
made traditionally, 

not archaically!

Archivists arrange all annals in 

chronological order.

archives and
admin

Amorous

 ambiance...

Can you dance in 

Antarctica?

“I d
raw

 arcs an
d

 circles.”

accordion
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As all around!

Arthritis 

or

 arthrosis...

Armenian Azeri

Was Attila a 
barbarian?

A cathedral always has 
an altar.

“Did Ali Baba 
have an alibi?”

Afghanistan

Anarchy annoys 
autocrats.

Artist or 
adventurer?

The Star of 

Nanchang is a 

Ferris wheel!

Artistic 
architecture

“Akita!”

The letter A habitually calls for attention...

Alps

Algebra was always 
already Arabic.

The Arabian Sea 
is a major 

trade route.

antelope

Bengal tiger

Asian actress

great 
ape

“Anchovies!”
pair of 

parrots

a snail’s pace =  
not that fast

Aspiring alpha 
males?

Alcoholics are 
anything but
 anonymous.

Ayers Rock got its Aboriginal name back: Uluru!

Was 
Andre 

Agassi always 
bald?

“Another atrocious call! Absolutely absurd!”

“Amsterdam?”

Adam came from 
Africa.

A d e n

S o u t h  A f r i c a A u s t r a l i a

Can you locate all the As  

on this map?

art 

folder
map

Anni-Frid

“From 
ABBA!”

Arch                ancestors?

“Ave Maria”

“Amen!”

“All those asteroids flaring in the atmosphere.”

Van Halen, Ratt, and 
Def Leppard are all 
hair-metal bands.

“Attention
please!”

Are Martians real?

road sign 

meaning
highway

What on earth ishappening here?

American 

Airlines or 

Lufthansa? 

car

ca
rg

o
 t

ra
ile

r

Asphalt or
macadam?

Astrologers aren’t astronomers.

Black cat 
ascending a ladder

“Was Karl an

 agnostic?”

“Were Achilles, Aeneas, 

and Ajax Argonauts?”

Noah was an
 Antediluvian 

admiral.

“Is it true that 

Atlantis sank?”

“Park 
an ark?”

A s i a

Alternative 

hairstyles?

“Pigtails call for 
longer hair.”

Handstands are  
a handful.

Game, smack, 
match? Arrogant means  self-important.

Anger isn’t 
always

 appropriate.

Armani or 

Adidas?

pigtail

Easy as apple pie!

flaming 
hair

Fancy a 
clay court?

American as apple pie!

Artistic 
Intelligence?

Heart attack?

“Blast that sax!”

“Love 
game?” “Love

 game!” 

“A backhand 
can give you  

an advantage
 in a Grand  

Slam.”

“Ta-da!”

Allen Sander’s Ark

All together, these ace 
athletes make up the 5
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From A to B!

Buses bring burghers from A to B.

Ball-based battles boast a bevy of bouncing balls.

This bus brings books!

Bahia means bay.

“A bombastic 
bombardment  
of buildings!” 

“A BBL is a   
Brazilian  
Butt Lift.”

The Bible brims with
 brimstone and beauty.

B
eeth

o
ven

, B
ach

,  
an

d
 B

rah
m

s are  
th

e th
ree b

ig
 B

s.

Breakable!  

But also bendy  

and robust!

burka

Bedouin comes

from “badawı̄ ”

“It’s bananas!”

breasts, belly, and buttocks

Blow up 
your  

armbands! 

Baboons aren’t 
bonobos.

Bugs and beasts  
balance biospheres!

Bluebeard  

was a  

big bully.

All bark,  

no bite.

double 
bass

(big  

bellies)

“Bzz, bzz, bzz…”

bikini bottom

Double dribble!

“Are you  

Björn or  

Benny?”

This blonde  

is back, baby!

Björn to win!

body copy

Beware! 
Balloons burst. 

Best thing since

sliced bread?

= barbecue 

Out of 

baguettes?

so below

Bread continues to be a basic boon.

   “Bad  

Bunny?” “Brown 

bread 

brings 

benefits!” Buy 

brioche!

bread,   
butter, and... ?

“Big Mac or 

Double-Double?”

Baste or 
brine!

Benoît  
brought a  
beret and 

a baguette.

beach towel

Brigitte Bardot!

mobile library

bone

rubber ducky

scuba diver

basketball bowling

“Bitchin’!”

billiards

foosball

“Boldly bursting with boisterous, 

brave, and brainy beings, Bs 

abound on this double page.” 

“Blah  

blah  

blah!”

“Beech?”

“Birch?”

Robin redbreasts  

are  

passerine birds.

“Boss of the bushes?”

-boo!

-bi!

Frogmouths are birds!

“Float like 

a butterfly...” 

Brooklyn  

was named  

after Breukelen.

Byzantine basilica turned   
Better Business Bureau?

Betting  
on Bitcoin?

“I’m bogged 

down  

in my  

blue  

period!”

By day…

Books build  

brainpower.

bungalow

As above...

W
e m

ad
e b

an
k!

bank

basilica

Here, buildings are  busy being 
built.

B
o

b
’s

 jo
b

 is
 b

ei
n

g 
a 

b
u

il
d

er
. 

Barmy for bamboo!

Bonjour, buddy!
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Black Lives Matter!

“Bachata or  

bossa nova?”

Urban neighborhoods can  

be absolutely bustling.

Napoleon’s  

blunder  

brought  

brutal battles 

burdening  

millions?

Booked the Bogus Beatles by accident?

Ballerinas  

boldly bend 

and bound.

trombone

“Spit happens,  
bro!”

Big breaths!

bush

 
They had a briefcase 

full of blues!

Bass or  
baritone?

“Billie?”

Bluebeard  

was a  

big bully.

All bark,  

no bite.

double 
bass

Bombardon  
or bass tuba?

The beat 
goes on!

“Boom bap! Boom bap!”

banjo

Who 

birthed 

bebop?

Practice boxing  
on a punching  

bag.

Beware of banging 

on keyboards.

Burt Bacharach’s  

bittersweet ballads  

became beloved  

by billions. Bebel Gilberto  

bewitchingly belts 

Brazilian bossa  

and samba.

“Are you a Boomer 

by birth?” 

Brian  

is the 

best!

“I’ll be  
back.”

(Brian, Blondie, and Bruce  

weren’t brothers.)

bandana

“Bermuda, Bahama, come 

on pretty mama!”

= barbecue 

baggage

Daddy’s beard =

Baste or 
brine!

bust

bone

Betting  
on Bitcoin?

“Is my beer  

bugged?”

“What do you  

mean ‘bi’?”

“Biased?  

Biographical?” Björn or  

Benny?
“I’m bogged 

down  

in my  

blue  

period!”

“From Bastia 

to the Bastille!”

= being  
bruised

Better buy  
Banksy!

… and by night

“I can’t breathe!”

besties = buddies
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