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YOU’RE EVEN IN 
ART NOW! WHAT 

A COUP!

TELL US ABOUT THE 
SHOW AT THE MAYOR 

GALLERY!

PAINTING IS  
MY ONLY RELIGION. 
 I WANT TO STOP  
DOING DESIGN. 

I SHOWED A 
CRUCIFIXION. FOR 
RELIGIOUS PEOPLE, 
FOR CHRISTIANS, 
THE CRUCIFIXION 
HAS A PARTICULAR 
SIGNIFICANCE,  
BUT FOR ME, A 
NON-BELIEVER, 
IT’S MERELY  
AN ACT OF  
HUMAN  
BEHAVIOR.

A WAY OF ACTING 
TOWARD ANOTHER 

PERSON.
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I PROPOSE A  
TOAST TO YOUNG  

FRANCIS, THE RISING  
STAR OF BRITISH  

PAINTING!

OH WELL. IF MY  
FIRST SOLO SHOW 

GOES BADLY I’LL JUST 
DESTROY EVERYTHING 
AND STOP PAINTING.

YOU NEVER  
DO THINGS BY HALVES! 
MICHAEL SADLER EVEN 
BOUGHT ONE OF YOUR 
PICTURES AND YOU’RE 

COMPLAINING?

LOOK, THEY 
ACTUALLY PUT YOU 
NEXT TO PICASSO!

THAT  
DOESN’T MEAN 

ANYTHING.

YES, IT’S  
ABSURD!
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IN 1934 HE EXHIBITS AT SUNDERLAND HOUSE, ON CURZON STREET, WHERE ARUNDELL CLARKE 
REBAPTIZES THE SPACE “THE TRANSITION GALLERY.” THE CRITICS RECEIVE FRANCIS’S WORK VERY 
POORLY. DURING THIS PERIOD HE COLLABORATES WITH HENRY MOORE, GRAHAM  
SUTHERLAND, AND VICTOR PASMORE ON A PROJECT TO SUPPORT YOUNG ARTISTS. 



ERIC, PLEASE, 
COME BACK!

FRANCIS IS  
DESTROYING EVERYTHING!  
WE’VE BEEN HERE FOR A  
YEAR AND I’VE NEVER  

SEEN HIM IN SUCH  
A STATE.

YES, NAN, I’M  
COMING RIGHT  

AWAY!

POOR  
DEAR.

WHO KNOWS WHEN  
OTHER PEOPLE WILL  

UNDERSTAND HIS WORK.  
WHO KNOWS IF HE’LL EVER  
FIND PEACE AND SOMEONE  

WHO LOVES HIM. 

42



THANK YOU 
FOR COMING 

BACK.

FRANCIS, IT’S ME, 
OPEN UP!
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THE TIMES WILL WRITE, “THE DIFFICULTY WITH MR. FRANCIS BACON 
IS TO KNOW HOW FAR HIS PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS … MAY BE 
REGARDED AS ARTISTIC EXPRESSION AND HOW FAR AS THE MERE 
UNLOADING ON CANVAS AND PAPER OF WHAT USED TO BE CALLED 
THE SUBCONSCIOUS MIND.”
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IN 1936, SEVERAL OF HIS PAINTINGS ARE 
REJECTED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
SURREALIST EXHIBITION, HELD AT 
THE NEW BURLINGTON GALLERIES IN 
LONDON AND CURATED BY HERBERT 
REED (WHO ALSO HAD CONNECTED 
FRANCIS WITH THE GALLERY ART NOW) 
AND ROLAND PENROSE, FOR NOT BEING 
“SUFFICIENTLY SURREAL.”

FOLLOWING THE COMMERCIAL 
FAILURE OF HIS FIRST 
EXHIBITION, BACON PAINTS  
LESS AND LESS, AND WITH HIS 
LOVER AND PATRON ERIC HALL 
HE GIVES HIMSELF OVER TO 
TRAVEL AND GAMBLING.



AND WHO GIVES A DAMN? 
ROULETTE IS SURREAL!  
I LOVE HOW TOTALLY 
IMPERSONAL IT IS.

I’M BETTING  
ON 13 BLACK!

I FEEL 
EUPHORIC, ERIC!

MY WORK ISN’T SURREAL 
ENOUGH? 
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… AND YOUR OTHER  
PAINTER FRIENDS, WHAT  
DO YOU SAY? YOU MUST 
BECOME FAMOUS, YOU 

DESERVE IT!

FRANCIS, I WANT  
TO CURATE AN EXHIBI- 

TION FOR YOU…

CHAMPAGNE AND 
OYSTERS FOR 
EVERYONE!

… 13 BLACK!
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