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ON THIS SIDE OF THE WALL
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 London

FFzzzz
zzzz

zzzz

Maybe it’s 
 our chance  

to find out who 
 he really 

 is.

… I got a tip that  
one of these days he  

was going to paint some-
thing around here… You 
have no idea how excited 

 I am right now.

Stay where 
 you are  

and drop that  
spray can!

?

There’s 
 someone  

working back  
there.

Perhaps it’s 
him.

ffzzzzzzzzzz
zz

ffzzzzzzzzzzzz

Live
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Yeah, 
 right!

Stop!

What 
 the…?

I said 
 stop!

what? 
C’mon!

ccrraaaasshhhhhh

ttuu  mm  pp  

oh damn!
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I can’t 
 believe it. My dad’s  

going to kill  
me.

And you’re  
not even  
Banksy.

Who?
What do you  

mean, who? The  
king of street art! 
 Seriously, you do  
graffiti and don’t 
 know who Banksy 

 is?

 I know who  
he is! What 

 do you take  
me for?

I’d better 
 not say.

How could 
 you have  

mistaken me  
for him? I don’t 

even use  
stencils.

That’s right, you 
 use spray cans free-

hand and then you 
throw them at  

passers-by.

I was only  
trying to get 
rid of it… I 

wasn’t throw-
ing it at you!

You sneak 
 up on me and 
 it’s my fault?

What the 
 hell did you 

think you  
were doing?
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What was I 
doing, not what 

did I think I  
was doing!

I have an online 
 channel where I do  
livestreams about  

street art… and about 
Banksy in particu- 

lar, okay?

Or rather, 
 I did livestreams, 
since thanks to  

you now my phone 
is broken!

Would you 
 stop blaming  

me?

They’ll make 
 us do commu- 
nity service, 
 I know it. Nah…

They think  
I’m your ac-
complice!

Accomplice? 
 Isn’t that kind of  
a strong word?

I bet they’ll  
make us clean  

graffiti from the 
city walls. 

Oh, stop!

Listen… If they  
make me do something  

because of your stupidity,  
to repay me you’ll help  
me with my research, 

okay?
got it?
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Drawing on walls is 
nothing new, right? 

I bet you started when you 
were a little kid.

My dad spanked me  
for it so often.

But you didn’t invent 
it.

I don’t think that prehistoric paintings 
can really be called “street art”, since 
back then streets didn’t really exist. 
But there’s something…

… those ancient designs have in  
common with street art.

And that is?

You really have no idea?
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Street art 
 has one characteristic 

that distinguishes it 
from every other  

art form…

That if they  
catch you, they 
 put you in jail?

What’s the  
most fundamental 

 thing about 
 street art? 

Whether it is poster art… … Graffiti… 

… or Installation.
Street art always has 
one particular feature:

You’re really 
thick, aren’t 

you?
Pah!
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It dialogues 
 with its sur-

roundings.
That is, it’s  

often designed  
specifically for  
the place it is  

displayed.

Oh, that…  
of  

course.

Well, I’m just  
saying it’s difficult to 
identify the moment 

 when street art  
was born.

A kind of proto-street  
art has always existed…  

But it’s been over the past  
few decades that we’ve seen 

 the most interesting  
developments.

And not only  
that: it’s also the  
art form most con-

nected to real 
 life.

You don’t even  
need to go to a  

museum or a gallery 
to see it, right?

You just walk 
 the streets and 
 “BAM!”, you are in  
front of a work 

 of art!
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And since, as you 
 said, it is illegal, the 

speed of execution is of 
utmost importance.

So much so that in many 
cases artists hang pre- 
prepared posters or use 

stencils, which allows them 
to make the drawing very 

QUICKLY.

The pre-production,  
on the other hand,  

can take a long 
 time.

Some people have even managed to  
turn their street art into a business.

Really?

Have you heard of Shepard 
 Fairey?

Oh my God, you’re hopeless. 

Who?

He’s an American artist… He created the 
“Andre the Giant Has a Posse” campaign in  
the late 1980s.

He reproduced the face of the wrestler  
Andre the Giant, but that wasn’t all. 

After a while the wrestler’s face started to 
be accompanied by the word “obey”.

And in 2001 Fairey launched a clothing line by 
that name… You must know it.

Sure… I have  
a cap from  
that brand.

And didn’t 
 know what  

was behind it. 

Anyway, Banksy 
 has managed to monetize 
his work too… Even if it  

was harder, since his real 
identity is unknown. It’s  
not easy to recognize 

 the ownership…

… of a work 
 of art if the artist 

doesn’t want to 
 reveal who  

he is…
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We know  
very little 
about him.

He was  
probably born in  

Bristol in 1974… And it 
was there in Bristol, 

in 1999, where he began 
signing his work with 

the name Banksy.

I bet you  
weren’t even 

born yet, huh?

But apart  
from that, we 
don’t know  
much about  

him. 

Meaning it  
might not be a 
him… It might 
 be a her… 

… Or maybe in 
 reality it’s a  
collective of  

artists.

Adam and Claire, 
that’s you two, 
right? Come on, 

you’re next.

C’mon,  
we’ll be out of 

 here soon.

Well, now 
 you know  
our Deal.

Our deal?  
What do  

you mean?

If they make 
 us do community 

 service, you’ll help 
me with my research… 

You need to know 
something before 
starting, right?

Come on…

cc  llaanngg
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… They’ll never make us clean the streets.
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Adam! 

What?

Nothing,  
never  
mind.

I’m a good girl…

… And good girls don’t curse.
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